
 

Family Board Game List 

 

Welcome to the fun world of board games! Even when not primarily “educational”, board games 

teach great skills like staying on task, taking turns, playing fair, losing gracefully, just to name a few. 

Done is better than perfect. I’d wanted to include number of players, MSRP and most importantly 

some Yiddish language games...not happening. So here it is in its imperfect form. 

 

Games are also a phenomenal way for parents to bond with children, siblings to bond with each other 

and for friends to play productively. 

 

We are board game junkies but obviously we haven’t played all the games out there! We only 

included games on this list that we’ve personally played either at home, at school or at the genius that 

is The Uncommons or The Brooklyn Strategist (look ‘em up! For $5 a person you can play board games 

for hours….) 

 

As someone who taught middle school for years, I’d encourage skill building via board games and so in 

the notes section, I included notes about skills some of these games directly target. 

 

As with every game, please look through the cards first. Not every card in every game is appropriate 

for your family’s values.  

 

Oh and one last thing-- age is PURPOSELY not taken off the box but rather our own personal 

assessment of real life. 

 

Have fun! 

 

 

Sarah Rivkah Kohn 

@Links_shlomiesclub 
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Multi-Player Board Games 

 

Name of Game Age  Description Notes 

Apples to Apples 12 & up Choose from your red cards to see if 
you can match best to the green card 
on hand. Judge has no clue who put 
down which card and makes a call as 
to which is best fit in his/her view. 
This is fantastic for groups-- great 
family game. 

 

Apples to Apples Jr 7-11 Similar to Apples to Apples but the 
cards are simpler. 

 

Battleship 8 & up This takes thinking. You place ships in 
place and then players take turns 
asking questions so they can figure 
out which squares your battleships 
are positioned in. 

 

Chess 8 & up Classic game that gets better as you 
practice the skills needed. I’ve seen 
kids play it as young as 8 but I think 
they enjoy it more as they get older. 

Helps develop strategic 
and tactical thinking 

Double Ditto 8 & up Seriously the best game I bought this 
year. We played it at our Chanukah 
party and the adults and kids were in 
stitches.  
Pick a card, read it out loud, and then 
quickly write down 2 answers you 
think other players will also write. 
(e.g., something on skin-- I wrote 
clothing and moisturizer and my 
whole family flipped at how literal I 
was with the clothing answer) 
 Find out whose mind is in sync with 
yours. It may not be who you expect!  

 

Jenga 5 & up No reading. No major thinking. This 
game is great to play with both 
younger & older kiddos. 
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Scrabble 8 & up I prefer to keep kids playing Scrabble 
Jr successfully until they can 
transition to the adult version. This 
game has you building words 
connecting to one another and 
getting points based on letters used. 
Tougher letters get you more. 

Great for developing 
vocabulary & spelling 

Scrabble Junior 6-9 Similar to Scrabble except with a 
smaller, simpler board. Keep kids 
playing this until they’re ready. Must 
know basic spelling to play or they’ll 
continuously be frustrated when you 
tell them it’s incorrect. 

Great for developing 
vocabulary & spelling & 
dictionary skills! 

Boggle 7 & up Some people are better spellers than 
others. I’ve had kids as young as 6 
begin to play this well & with others I 
had to wait until they were 9/10. This 
is all about finding words in a short 
amount of time from a random board 
of letters. The nice part is that it can 
be played simply (3 letter words & 
up) or more challenging (5 letter 
words and up) depending on level. 
The other nice sneaky Mom hack is 
that this game can take as long or 
short as you want. I would say “We’re 
playing 2/4/5 rounds” prior to 
starting depending on how much 
time I had. Then we’d tally points 
after that amount of rounds. 

Great for developing 
vocabulary & spelling 

Boggle Junior 3-7 Again, don’t start before a kid is 
ready. This is actually very different 
from Boggle. You need to copy letters 
from pictures and fill in the blanks. 

Great for developing 
ABC & spelling 

Monopoly 9 & up I know everyone loves this buy & sell 
ol’ fashion Real Estate game. I never 
quite was able to get into it so my 
kids have lukewarm relationship with 
it. But my neighbor tells me her kids 
don’t let her move the game for days 
and they can go on and on with it.  
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Mastermind 7 & up One player sets up a secret pattern of 
colored pieces  that the other player 
need to figure out through a series of 
strategic guesses 

Very helpful for 
strategic thinking  

Catan 10 & up See Catan Junior -- this version is 
much more sophisticated and can be 
played for hours and is actually 
brilliant. 

 

Catan Junior 8-12 I taught this game to my son when he 
was 8 and there’s not looking back. 
He has outsmarted me and blocked 
me and figured out ways to 
manipulate the “market”. It’s a great 
way to teach about trading goods and 
making purchases. It’s simple to learn 
but every game is different.  

 

Headbanz 6 & up Adorable game where you put a card 
into a plastic headband so the wearer 
has no idea which pic is on the card. 
The rest of the game is similar to 
guess who :) Process of elmination 

 

Guess Who 6 & up Lots of pictures of faces of people are 
on the board. Each player picks a card 
and needs to ask questions to try to 
guess which person the other has. 
This is a great game to help children 
notice details like glasses, color of 
hair etc. 

 

Connect Four 4 & up Two colors of round pieces that get 
slid into slots. Goal is to get four in a 
row and the other player tries to 
block you. Can be played by very 
young children 

 

Checkers 8 & up There was no way I could include a 
list without this cuz it’s a classic but 
honestly….I never played it :) I 
cheated and added to the list 
anyway! 

 

Candy Land 3 & up There’s a special thrill I have in 
playing this with 3 year olds. I watch 
them master colors and taking turns. 

Great to help 
preschoolers practice 
colors 
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It’s a great “first” game if you’ve 
never played a board game with a 
young child. 

Chutes and Ladders 4 & up This game simply requires knowledge 
of numbers and counting. It’s mostly 
luck so get ready to be patient with 
sore losers who may stay in box 9 
while you quickly climb ladders. What 
a great way to teach that you can be 
ok even if you lose. Validate but don’t 
avoid. :)  

Great way for 
preschoolers to 
practice counting  

Trouble 4 & up You hit a die and begin your journey 
around the board. All you need is the 
ability to count to get around. It’s lots 
of fun to hit “home”  

 

Clumsy Thief 6-12  Players look at their dealt hand for any 
two cards that add to $100 to make 
money stacks. Money stacks can be 
taken from other players if a player has a 
card in his hand that makes $100 when 
added to the top card of an opponent's 
stack. Thief cards also snatch stacks. Jail 
cards stop Thief cards. All players are 
actively adding and snatching. The player 
with the most money wins! (From 
Amazon description)  
We love the fast paced fun of adding & 
subtraction. 

Great game for 
practicing addition and 
counting money 

Stratego 8 & up Think of Capture the Flag in a board 
game. You hide your flag from your 
opponent and plant bombs around it 
to protect it. Goal of the game is to 
find that flag. It’s a game that is 
fabulous for deep and strategic 
thinkers.  

 

Life 8 & up Choose your career, family and 
finances. You play the game walking 
through real life good times and less 
than great times all while deciding 
moves that should hopefully leave 
you in a better place. 

 

Uno 6 & up We play this as adults or with kids. 
It’s a simple, portable card game 

 

@links_shlomiesclub 

wereinittogether.org 



where you have to stack same color 
or number and get rid of your cards. 
It  is really equal turf for young and 
old! 

Watch Ya Mouth 8 & up Ok this game is hysterical. You know 
how your dentist holds your mouth 
open and then asks how you’re doing 
and something garbled comes out? 
Yep that’s what you sound like when 
putting the mouth piece (there are 
many and they can be sterilized or 
you can buy more separately) and 
then reading lines that others need to 
guess. Great for a group that wants 
to laugh. Boring when played with 
just 2-3 players in my humble 
opinion.  

 

Reverse Charades 8 & up Instead of one person acting and 
others guessing what their charade 
depicts, this game reverses it and has 
a group act out a word while one 
person has a minute to guess the 
word. 

 

Blink 5& up A very simple card game. Must be 
super quick to even have a chance at 
winning. Match shapes, color or 
number at a super fast pace until 
your pile’s done.  

Great way to practice 
shapes and colors 

Othello 7 & up There are a lot of bad stories about 
me playing Othello. The short of it is 
that I know some mean tricks to win. 
My friends have banned me from 
playing with them but my kids 
haven’t  :)  In this game, one player 
has black pieces & one has white 
pieces and the aim is to flip all the 
pieces to your side by surrounding 
the opposite color piece. 

 

Clue 8 & up Solve the murder mystery: who did 
it? With what? And where? You 
become a detective in the process 

 

Sorry 5-10 When my kids outgrew this game I  
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think I may have cried for a minute. 
It’s my absolute favorite game for 
young children though I don’t think 
the name has anything to do with it. 
All you need to know is numbers 1-12 
and how to count. I’ve taught it to my 
kids when they were as young as 5. 
You pick a card each round with a 
number and mover that amount of 
boxes with some slides taking place 
to get you there faster and of course 
some ways to knock other players off 
the board so they don’t get all their 
pieces to home. 

Rummikub 6 & up A great family game that children & 
adults can play just the same.  

 

Twister 5 & up Want to move? Spin to see where 
your hand or foot should be. Get 
ready to have your body be twisted in 
ways you never thought possible! 

 

Malarky 10 & up In Malarky, you don't need to know 
the answers, you just need to make 
people think you do. A bluffing game 
that challenges players to invent 
answers to off-the-wall questions, 
Malarky is won by the person who 
tells the most believable bluffs. 
Players score points for voting on the 
correct answer or by convincing 
people to vote for their answer. 
Questions and answers are based on 
David Feldman's best-selling 
Imponderables books that explain the 
little mysteries of everyday life, such 
as "What does the 'Q' in Q-Tips stand 
for?  (from Amazon description) 
I haven’t played this in years but I 
recall rolling at the bizarre answers 
our family would give. 

 

Even Steven’s Odd 8 & up “3 odd, two even” 
“All total to 18” 
Such are the typical instructions on 
the cards. You have  sets of six dice 

A sophisticated way to 
practice patterns as 
well as odd and even 
numbers 
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that each player rolls at the same 
time. Race is on to see who can get 
their dice set up properly to match 
what the card says. 

Five Second Rule 10 & up Pick a card with a topic and while the 
5 second timer runs blurt 3 things in 
that category 

 

Zingo 4-8 An adorable red container spits out 
two cards and the first player to grab 
the match for his/her board gets it. 
The idea is similar to Bingo but with a 
matching twist.There’s a version with 
easy sight words, numbers, 
shapes...lot of great stuff. 

So many different 
versions for reading, 
ABC, numbers and 
sequencing and 
matching. At one point 
we owned 3 versions 
and my preschool kids 
loved each one!  

Sum Swamp 5-8 This adorable game gets you around 
the board using addition & 
subtraction. Perfect for young ones.  

Built to practice 
addition & subtraction 
in a fun way 

Sequence 3-7 This also has many different versions 
with ABC, shapes, numbers and 
animals being just a few. Aim is to get 
four of your chips in a row out on the 
board. But it’s not as easy as you 
think! 

Many different 
versions to teach 
varying skills 

Pop (Math) 5-9 Many versions of this game include 
sight words, blends, addition, 
subtraction, alphabet, word blends… 
so age appropriate will depend on 
the version. The best way to describe 
this game is it’s more fun than book 
learning but more like flash cards in 
the “fun” factor. Great for cute 
practice but it’s practice all right.  

Pop reading for easy 
words, pop for 
addition, subtraction 
and multiplication 

TriFacta 6-12 Using a triangular board, you can 
learn connection between 
multiplication & division or between 
addition & subtraction. Using the 
number pieces you keep switching 
the possibilities and create new 
factors and solutions.  

2 versions and both are 
fun! One for addition & 
subtraction and the 
other for multiplication 
& division 

Clumsy Thief Jr 5-7 Same as Clumsy Thief except that it Great for practicing 
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only has addition up to 10. adding till 10 

Smath 6 & up This is a math game that is fun & can 
grow with you. One level can consist 
of simple addition, subtraction, 
multiplication & the other can include 
order of operations and complex 
problems 

This is a math game 
that is fun & can grow 
with you. One level can 
consist of simple 
addition, subtraction, 
multiplication & the 
other can include order 
of operations and 
complex problems 

UpWords 8 & up A way of building words upwards via 
stacking vs across the board. 

Great way to work on 
spelling & vocabulary 

Smart Mouth 7 & up Using the Zingo style red container, 
two letters spit out each round “S, D” 
for instance. The first to call out a 
word that begins with S and ends 
with D gets to keep those pieces. It 
can use simple words like (Sound, 
Sad, Sand…) or more sophisticated. 

Great way to work on 
building vocabulary & 
spelling 

Pictionary 8 & up You absolutely don’t need any art 
skills-- draw in a rush while other 
players try to guess what it is that 
you’re drawing. 

 

Blurt 7 & up LISTEN TO A DEFINITION AND 
RACE TO RESPOND! The first player 
to "Blurt" correctly moves ahead on 
the game board. Make it around first 
and you win! (From Amazon 
description)  
It’s a great game. They say from 7 & 
up. I can’t imagine…. 

 

Spot It 7 & up 
(but see 
note) 

Put out the cards and keep spotting 
the card that has the same item as 
yours. It’s challenging as there are 
multiple items on a card. The actual 
game can be played by 7 & up but 
I’ve seen therapists and teachers use 
this with much younger children who 
need to focus on finding one object 

 

Taboo 9 & up An oldie but a goodie! You describe 
the word on your card (e.g., banana) 
without using 5 words listed (e.g. 

Great way to expand 
vocabulary and know 
meaning of words 
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produce, fruit, yellow, peel..) while 
the timer runs and others try to 
guess. 

You’ve Been 
Sentenced! 

8-13 I’m not sure when or how I 
discovered this game but it is brilliant 
at teaching grammar while having a 
blast. You get a set amount of 
hexagon shaped cards and you stack 
up the cards to create a proper 
sentence though it’s content doesn’t 
have to make any sense! The words 
carry different points so if you use 
“harder” words you get more points. 

Sentence facts don’t 
need to make sense 
but grammatically it 
does. Teaches 
creatively sticking to 
grammar rules.  

Bananagrams 8 & up The pieces look like scrabble pieces 
and the game is somewhat similar 
sans board & points. It’s lots of fun 
and very portable.  

Possibly one of my 
favorite word games to 
play particularly with 
middle school kids 
though adults have a 
blast too. 

Bold 7 & up Flip over cards trying to find 
containers that match in type, color, 
size, or pattern After you find one or 
more matches, will you keep your 
points and pass or increase your risk 
(and possible reward) by turning over 
another card? Let’s see how bold you 
are! 
This is the most oft borrowed game! 
Produced by Uno, it is similar in 
concept but with cool twists. 

 

Doodle Dice 6 & up The dies in this game have patterns 
and you get three chances to role 
those dies to try and create the 
pattern on the card in hand. Lots of 
luck needed and lots of fun to be 
had! 

Challenging way to 
learn patterns and 
paying attention to 
detail. 

Banana Split 6-10 Another great game for beginners as 
well as middle school kids.  In 
Banana Split, you want to 
complete as many ice cream 
orders as can, especially the 
valuable banana splits!  You pick 
cards with toppings and begin to 

All my girls learned this 
game in 1st grade & 
then came home to 
teach me. It’s the 
absolute perfect way to 
practice counting & 
adding in your head. 
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build your ice cream and earn 
points. 

Mancala 8 & up Four pieces are placed into each of 
the “holes” on the board. Aim is to 
collect as many pieces as you can and 
load them into your pit. How you do 
that...well you need to count well and 
strategize well.  

 

The Bernstein Bears 
Learn to Share 

3-8 It’s honestly Candyland with some 
fun twists of good deeds and trouble. 
Comes with a cute plastic treehouse 
that becomes the chute for the die. 

Very similar to 
Candyland and good 
practice with colors 

Perpetual 
Commotion 

8 & up (from Amazon description)  In this 
game, players scramble to play the 
same colored cards in number order 
in the center arena. Play more cards 
to get more points! Bring this game to 
parties for youth and older people to 
enjoy. 
 
My kids squeal as they play 
particularly the teens. At the Links 
Shabbaton there was a group of high 
school girls playing this through the 
night and having a blast! 

 

Tricky Fingers 7 & up Copy the pattern sticking your fingers 
through little holes to gently prod the 
pieces while your opponent does the 
same on his/her board. It’s a race that 
takes a lot of mental concentration 
and focus 

Incredible for patterns 
and for fine motor. 

Rubik’s Race 8 & up (from Amazon description) Rubik's 
Race game challenges you to match 
patterns with your tiles 
 

 

 

One Player Games: most are made by ThinkFun brand 

Rush Hour Jr 

Rush Hour (they have 4 decks of cards by now 

btw) 

Izzi 

Shape by Shape 

Clue Master 

Sudoku-- the board game (my Shabbos version 

of a Sudoku puzzle btw!)  

100 Pics (riddles) 

 

 

Back Spin 

Gravity Maze 
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Roller Coaster Challenge (perfect for teens) 

Amaze 

Solitaire Chess 

Fidgitz 

Balance Beans 
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