
Parshas Vayeshev 

Much is said about the fact that Channuka is always celebrated during the weeks that we read the saga 

of Yoseph HaTzadik’s ordeal and his ultimate triumph in the parshiyos of Vayeshev and Mikaitz. The 

story is really very remarkable in so many ways. Firstly, the fact that his brothers misread him and his 

intentions to the degree that it drove them to do something as drastic as selling him into slavery. Also 

remarkable is the fact that Yosef’s father, Yaakov Avinu, did not seem to be aware of the level of hatred 

his brothers bore toward him and, therefore, exposed him by sending him off alone to meet his 

brothers. Yosef’s behavior and self-control is evident throughout all the twists and turns of the story, 

and he definitely emerges as the hero. 

The Torah refers to Yosef as an ox, בכור שורו הדר לו. The image of an ox conjures up great strength, 

docility and patience. Yosef had to wait patiently for his salvation. He maintained his composure 

throughout the harrowing ordeal of being sold away from his family, facing a hostile master and his 

seductive wife, the jailer who imprisons him, the great and mighty Pharaoh and, again, his brothers 

when they reappear in his life. There is a great deal of fortitude and integrity that he displays as he deals 

with all of these challenging personalities and situations. 

The Ramban makes an interesting comment about Yosef’s experience with the imprisoned high officials 

of Pharaoh, the royal butler and baker, and his interpretation of their dreams. He notes that a normal 

slave boy with no status or rights would keep out of the way of two such powerful personalities. When 

they appear sullen and angry, he would make himself scarce. Instead, Yosef walks up to them and offers 

his help. He even interprets their dreams at great risk. What would happen if he was wrong? Surely, 

they would vent their wrath and frustration upon him. The Ramban concludes that Yosef was so 

absolutely confident in Hashem’s assistance in the interpretation that he didn’t consider it dangerous to 

offer his advice. 

Yosef’s confidence and the strength of his convictions are a big part of his story. When he was thrust 

into a completely alien culture with a totally different set of values, he didn’t lose his composure and 

this is what brought him success and admiration. During the Hellenist period preceding Channuka, the 

world was in awe of the Greek power and culture. The nations of the world all yielded up their belief 

systems and practices to the zeitgeist of the Greek conquest which was both military and cultural. Many 

Jews, perhaps even a majority of Jews, were swayed by the external beauty and the immense power of 

the Greeks. It was only the strength of the Chashmonoim, the Hasmoneans, and their certainty that they 

would prevail against all odds that turned the tide and restored the supremacy of Torah and faith 

amongst our people. Perhaps this is another explanation of how Yosef’s story connects to Channuka. 

Let’s celebrate Channuka with our families and remember that this is the essence of what Channuka is 

about, faith, steadfastness and not yielding to the fleeting ideas and cultural mores that happen to be 

trending in our times. 

 

 


